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Overview of Information
This communication contains initial information concerning the Diocesan Youth Conference. Please read all the information contained in this communication to ensure you have a full understanding of the event. If you have questions about DYC please reach out to Trevor Hamilton at thamilton@saintbenedictparish.org 
What is the Diocesan Youth Conference?
The Diocesan Youth Conference (DYC) is an annual weekend event that gathers high school youth from Diocese of Richmond parishes in one central location. DYC is a highly energetic and engaging opportunity for our high school teenagers to gather as a larger Church community and celebrate the richness of our Catholic faith.
What are some key pieces of the Diocesan Youth Conference?
Sacraments & Prayer. Mass will be celebrated on both Saturday and Sunday. The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be available on Saturday afternoon. All attendees will experience Eucharistic Adoration during program, including praise & worship music and a time of Eucharistic Procession.
· Free Time. Do something fun on Saturday afternoon. Want to climb a rock wall? Play a giant version of a game from your childhood? Meet-and-greet college students from your future campus ministry? Go headto-head answering Catholic trivia? There’s something for everyone!
· Breakout Sessions. There will be two rounds of breakout sessions for adults and teens focused on a variety of topics – pick your own adventure! Everyone will also attend a men’s or women’s session on Saturday evening.
· Choir Opportunity. Do you have a teen who sings? Invite them to be part of the Diocesan Youth Choir that sings at the Sunday Mass. Music is sent out before the conference, but rehearsals occur during DYC.
· Community Service. Saturday afternoon includes a meal-packing service project event with Rise Against Hunger, giving teens a way to put their Catholic faith into action during the conference. These meals are sent to our brothers and sisters in need in the international community.
Who should attend the Diocesan Youth Conference?
DYC is open to youth who are in 9th through 12th grade for the 2026-2027 academic year. Those who have graduated high school and are older than 19 are not allowed to attend DYC; these individuals should be encouraged to attend the College Summit. 8th grade youth may be invited at the discretion of the youth minister.
Where and when is the Diocesan Youth Conference?
DYC will be held on Friday, February 19 through Sunday, February 21, 2027 at the Greater Richmond Convention Center in Richmond, Virginia. All youth will gather at St. Benedict at 5pm on Friday. We will carpool together to the GRCC. Parishes are asked to travel/arrive as one complete group; for registration and safety purposes.
Most parish groups will be housed in the Richmond Marriott Downtown hotel located at 500 East Broad Street in Richmond. Some parish groups will be housed in our two overflow hotels nearby: the Hilton Richmond Downtown (501 E Broad Street) and the Delta Hotel Richmond Downtown (555 E Canal Street). All hotels are within walking distance of the GRCC. All youth must stay in the hotel with the group – no going back and forth from home.
What is the theme this year?
The theme this year is ENDURING, based primarily on two central Scripture passages:
· 1 Corinthians 13:7-8a
[Love] bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never fails.
· Romans 8:37-39
In all these things we conquer overwhelmingly through him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor present things, nor future things, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Jesus’s love for us isn’t a passive or idealistic idea. It is not cheesy or overly pious. The love between God and His people is not merely affection or attraction: it is about a deeper love, one that is willing to sacrifice for the good of the beloved. His love is strong, faithful, ENDURING. It is a love that fights for us and waits for us. This love is symbolized in the Sacred Heart of Jesus, which inspired this year’s logo. The cross, thorns, and wound remind us of His passion and death; the rays symbolize His zeal for us as well as the fire He ignites in our hearts to share the Good News with the world. Open your heart to the ENDURING love of God and let Him set your heart of fire so that you too learn how to have a love that endures.
What is the registration fee?
$250 (based on 4 youth per room) – default. 
$400 (based on 2 youth per room)
Early Bird Discount: $50 off registration fees if submitted by November 29, 2026 at 11:59pm 
To register, fill out the DYC Youth Form and return it to Trevor Hamilton by the deadline.

Registration closes on Tuesday, January 5, 2027 at 12:00noon.

